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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



gaining souls. " He opened his mouth and taught them, 
saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy. Blessedarethepeacemakers.forthey shall 
be called the children of God. Blessed are they which are 
persecuted (not they who persecute) for righteousness' 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil" against you felsely for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward 
in heaven, for so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you." — Matt, v., 2 — 12. They might also 
find that man's power to curse effectually is a mere 
imagination. "The curse causeless shall not come," 
says Solomon, Prov. xxvi. 2.* " On that day they read 
in the book of Moses, in the audience of the people, and 
therein was found written that the Amorite and the 
Moabite should not come into the congregation of God 
for ever, because they met not the children of Israel 
with bread and with water, but hired Balaam against 
them, that he would curse them; howbeit our God 
turned the curse into a blessing," "because the Lord 
thy God loved thee." — Nehemiah xiii. 1, and Deut. 
xxiii. 5. They might further find that there are times 
when God's judgments make desolate the earth, as well 
for the priests as the people. "Behold the Lord 
jnaketli the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and 
scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. And it shall 
be as with the people, so with the priest ; as with the 
servant, so with his master ; as with the buyer, so with 
the seller ; as with the lender, so with the borrower ; 
the land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled, 
for the Lord hath spoken this word. The earth also is 
defiled under the inhabitants thereof ; therefore hath 
the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell 
therein are desolate, and few men left."f — Isaiah xxiv. 
1 — 6. And again — " The Lord could no longer bear, 
because of the evil of your doings, and because of the 
abominations which ye have committed ; therefore is 
your land a desolation, and an astonishment, and a 
curse, without an inhabitant, as at this day." — Jer. xliv. 
22. If they read further they might find, not that the 
priests were privileged to curse, but that even their bless- 
ings might become cursings, if they did not hear and obey 
bis commands. "And now, O ye priests, this command- 
ment is for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not 
lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the 
Lord of Hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I 
■will curse your blessings; yea, I have cursed them 
already, because ye do not lay it to heart." — Mai. ii. 1. 
David, in the 109th Psalm, v. 28, gives, at any rate, 
advice which Catholic laymen will do well to follow, 
whatever course the priesthood may take. " Let them 
curse, but bless thou :" " When they arise, let them 
be ashamed, I will p*aise the Lord among the multi- 
tude, for he shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to 
save him from those that condemn his soul." We, for 
our parts, shall endeavour to follow the commands of 
Christ and his holy Apostles. " Bless them that curse 
you. "—Matt. v. 44 ; and Luke vi. 28. " Bless 
them which persecute you; bless and curse not." — 
Horn. xii. 14. "I call heaven and earth to record this 
day against you" (says Moses, in Deut. xxx.), "that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing ; 
therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may 
live. That thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and 
obey his voice. And the Lord thy God will make thee 
plenteous in every work of thy hand, in the fruit of 
thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit 
of thy land, for good; for the Lord will again rejoice 
over thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers. If 
thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, 
to keep his commandments and his statutes, which 
are written in his book of the law, and if thou turn 
unto the Lord thy God, with all thine heart and with 
all thy soul."— Deut. xxx. 9, 10, 19, 20. On God's 
conditions, and on these alone, we fervently believe 
there may yet be good in store for our beloved, though 
desolate and unhappy country. That the law of man 
agrees with the law of God in this matter, will appear 
from the next article. 



EESULTS OF EXCOMMUNICATION. 
Ok the 20th March, 1846, a trial took place at 
the Antrim assizes, at Carrickfergus. An action 
was brought by a Roman Catholic, of the name of Char- 
les M'Loughlin, against the Rev. Luke Walsh, a Roman 
Catholic priest in the county of Antrim. The legal 
declaration contained two counts — first, that the plain, 
tiff was a parishioner of Culfreightrin, and the defendant 
parish priest of that parish : and that the plaintiff, as a 
teacher of the Scriptures in the Irish language, and 
owner of a mill, had lived on terms of intimacy with, 

» The note to the Douay Bible, published with the authority of 
the Most Rev. W. CrolJy, D.D., B.C. Archbishop of Armagh, and the 
Right Rev.Corneiius Denvir, D.D., R.C. Bishop of Down and Connor, 
majtes the meaning Mill more plain—" The meaning Is, that a curse 
uttered without cause, shall do no harm to the person that is cursed, 
out win return upon him that curaeth, as whithersoever a bird flies it 
returns to its own neat" 

t The famine, and the tide of emigration, have well nigh fulfilled 
thnrprophecy in hapless Ireland. 



and possessed the good opinion of his neighbours, and 
made gain by bis mill ; and the defendant, intending to 
injure the plaintiff, &c., on the 11th August, 1844, dur- 
ing divine service in a Roman Catholic chapel, pro- 
nounced the plain tiff excommunicated, meaning thereby, 
that the plaintiff was unworthy of the general society of 
the parishioners, and that they should not have any deal- 
ings with him. The second count set out the words in 
which the excommunication was alleged to be made — 
viz., " My curse and God's curse on Charles M'Lough- 
lin, Hugh Shiels, and John M'Cay, and on all who will 
work with, and hold any communication with the accursed 
teachers of the Irish Bible." Culfreightrin is in the 
glens of Antrim ; and Charles M'Loughlin, the miller 
there, was brought up as a member of the Roman 
Catholic Church. He was better educated than most 
of his neighbours, for he could read and speak the 
Irish language well and grammatically. He was a man 
of good character, and of honest and industrious habits. 
About the year 1843, he became an Irish Scripture 
teacher, and he taught many persons to read the Word 
of God in the Irish language. Father Walsh set about 
forbidding and preventing him. He tried to persuade 
M'Loughlin to give up teaching, but this would not do ; 
so he threatened that he would curse him from the 
altar, and tell his hearers not to speak to him. He said 
he would put man, woman, and child from speaking to 
him ; that they should not walk on the same side of the 
road with him ; that he would not get a single hand's 
turn to do ; and that he would leave his mill as dry as 
the road; and that this would be intimated in the 
chapel ; and that the plaintiff would be cursed by " bell, 
book, and candle." 

On the 11th August, 1844, the priest did as he had 
threatened , andall the consequences that he had spoken of 
actually happened. All these facts were proved to the 
satisfaction of judge and jury, although Father Walsh 
was in court, and somewhat alarmed the witnesses; 
but there was no hiding the truth, and the jury gave 
their verdict in favour of the miller, and against the 
priest. They fixed the damages at seventy pounds, 
which the priest was to pay, as well as all the costs of 
the action. 

Father Walsh appealed to the Court of Queen's Bench, 
in Dublin, and by this means he put off the payment 
of the money, and tried to cover his defeat ; but after 
putting it off as long as he could, and letting the public 
attention turn to something else, the priest has quietly 
paid the seventy pounds damages and all the costs, 
which amounted to above a hundred more. This is a very 
important fact : and every Irish Roman Catholic may 
know, that the law of the laud will protect him from the 
consequences of the cursing of the priest, whenever the 
priest dares to use a curse to hinder a man from reading 
that by which man lives — that is, every Word of God. 
— See the Report of the Case in 10th vol. Irish Law 
Reports, p. 19. 



LETTER OF POPE PIUS IX. 

The following letter was written by the present Pope, 
not quite three years since, to all bishops in communion 
with the See of Rome. Its interest has not since di- 
minished, for the letter itself promises further proceed- 
ings on the same subject, which have not yet appeared. 

We consider this letter one of the most important do- 
cuments which has issued from the Roman See for cen- 
turies past. The subject is grave, and full of difficulty ; 
the letter purposes to make a decision pregnant with 
important consequences to the Church of Rome. Such 
a question should be most deliberately considered ; and 
we are, therefore, not surprised that three years should 
have elapsed without a report from those to whom the 
matter has been referred by the Pope. 

The reason which induces us to lay this letter before 
the Catholic laity is this : in a matter of such grave 
importance, the Pope states that he is anxious to learn, 
not merely the opinion of the bishops and the clergy, 
but the sentiments and feelings of the laity. We con- 
ceive that this desire does honour to the Pope ; that it 
is suitable to the character in which he had the courage 
to stand up, in the commencement of his Pontificate, as 

THE GREATEST REFORMER IN EUROPE. And We knOW 

not how we can better commence our office of providing 
suitable and safe subjects of thought for Catholic lay- 
men, than by calling their attention to an important 
subject, on which the great head of the Roman Church 
desires to know their opinions. Surely, when the Pope 
wishes to know the sentiments of the laity on any sub- 
ject, it is their bounden duty to consider that subject, 
and form some opinion which may be expressed to him 
as theirs. 

To aid them in forming such an opinion, we shall, in 
a future number of The Layman, publish some of the 
most important decrees which have formerly been made 
on this subject by popes and councils. At the present, 
we shall only say a few words on the grave importance 
and difficulty of the question. 

The question whether the Blessed Virgin Mary, at or 
after the moment of her conception in the womb of her 
mother, was subject to original sin, or whether she was 
free from it, first arose in the Church of Rome about 
seven hundred years ago. Now, this letter from the pre- 



sent Pope tells us that this question has never yet been 
settled by the Apostolic See. It is clear that such a state 
of things is injurious to the Roman Church. It affords 
Protestants a ready argument against the advantage, or 
even the existence of an infallible judge, always able 
and always willing to settle all controversies as they 
arise. It is a favourite topic with their controversial 
preachers, and some of their churches at this very time 
are actually resounding with it. It is clear that such a 
state of things cannot continue when laymen begin to 
think. If the infallible judge do not decide such ques- 
tions, men will begin to ask what he is for. This, no 
doubt, is the reason why Pius IX now wishes to decide 
it. 

And yet it is a grave question, whether the inconve- 
nience and the mischief of attempting now to decide this 
matter may not be greater still. It has ever as yet been 
held among Catholics, that the office of tradition has 
been to hand down revealed articles of faith from the 
times of the apostles themselves ; and that whatever has 
not been brought down by tradition from the apostles 
themselves, is no part of " the faith once delivered to the 
saints," and cannot now be an article of the Catholic 
faith. Now, from the Pope's statement that this 
question has never yet been decided by the Apostolic 
See, it follows that it is not now, and never has 
been, an article of the Catholic faith. But if the 
immaculate conception of the Virgin should now be 
decided in the affirmative (and the Pope's letter seems 
to contemplate no other decision), it will become an ar- 
ticle of faith in the Roman Church all over the world. 
We do not see how, in such a case, the doctrine or the 
office of tradition can be maintained, or how it could 
then be asserted, that the faith of the Roman Church 
continues the same in all its parts, as it has been from 
the times of the Apostles. How shall any one then 
answer the Protestants when they will turn round and 
say (as they will), " Here is a part of your faith which 
was not an article of faith in your own Church yester- 
day, and it is an article of your faith to-day ; is this 
faith as old as the times of the Apostles?" This is the 
more important, as the greatest of the Fathers, and of 
Roman Catholic divines in modern times, have not 
scrupled to affirm, that the Church of Rome has no 
tradition upon this subject. So said St. Bernard, the 
last of the Fathers; and so says Bishop Milner, an 
English Roman Catholic Bishop, about 3d years ago, in 
his " End of Controversy." 

We look on this with the utmost anxiety, in connec- 
tion with the recent appointment of Dr. Newman, a dis- 
tinguished convert from the English Church, to the 
office of rector of the new Catholic university. It is 
well known that Dr. Newman, since his conversion, has 
published a boDk, in which he not only admits, bnt 
openly avows, that the faith of the Roman Church of 
the present day is not the same as that faith which the 
apostles delivered to the saints, and that it is hopeless 
to attempt to defend it as such. We look on such ad- 
missions as full of danger. If such is to be the teaching 
of the new Catholic university, and if such teaching is 
to be countenanced by decisions of the See of Rome, we 
see not how the controversy with Protestants is to be 
sustained, or how Catholics are to be kept in that 
faith which they have always hitherto been taught to 
look upon as precisely identical with the faith which 
the blessed apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul, once deli- 
vered to the Church. 

On the one hand, we have the great scandal of leav- 
ing so important a question still unsettled, in a Church 
which possesses an infallible judge, whose office it is to 
settleallcontroversiesasthey arise. Ontheotherhand.we 
see the great and appalling dangers w hich beset a decision, 
such as the Pope's letter contemplates. We no longer 
wonder at the three years of deliberation which have 
followed that letter, without any other step having been 
taken ; and since the Pope has asked to be informed of 
the opinions of the laity on so grave a question, we urge 
upon them, while it is yet time, to make it a serious 
subject of thought. We shall, in our next number, give 
materials to enable them to do so. We desire them to take 
this article as an instance of the caution we snail use in 
submitting proper subjects for their consideration ; and 
of the calm, dispassionate, and practical manner in 
which we shall treat those subjects ; and, with these 
observations we commend the Pope's letter to the 
earnest consideration of laymen. 

PICS P.P., IX. 

"Venerable brethren — health and apostolical bene- 
diction. When raised at the first, certainly by no 
merits of our own, but by the secret counsel of Divine 
Providence, to the sublime chair of the Prince of the 
Apostles, we undertook the government of the whole 
Church, we feel the greatest consolation, venerable 
brethren, when we know in what manner, in the ponti- 
ficate of our predecessor, Gregory the Sixteenth, of 
venerable memory, an ardent desire had wonderfully 
revived in the Catholic world, that it should, at length, 
be decreed by the Apostolic See, by a solemn judgment, 
that the most holy Mother of God, the most loving 
mother of us all, the immaculate Virgin Mary, was con- 
ceived without the original stain; which most pious 
desire, the petitions presented as well to the said pre- 
decessor of ours as to ourselves continually, most clearly 



